Inform & Explain Essay: How does A lead to B?

How does A lead to B? Start with a concept to inform about, then explain more in-depth information or connections about that concept to today’s society.

Explain a connection – in other words, how does A lead to B? Here are examples to consider:

	A
	…led to…
	B

	On July 27, 1981, six-year-old Adam Walsh was abducted from a Sears department store at the Hollywood Mall, in Hollywood, Florida. Adam’s mother, Reve, had dropped him off in the toy department while she looked for a lamp. When she returned a few minutes later, Adam was missing. Police records in Adam’s case released in 1996 show that a seventeen-year-old security guard asked four boys to leave the department store. Adam is believed to have been one of them. Sixteen days after the abduction, his severed head was found in a drainage canal more than 120 miles away from home. His other remains were never recovered (Phillips 2008). This led to…
	
	…Adam’s father, John Walsh, turning his grief into action, creating the television show America’s Most Wanted, the longest running show on the Fox television network. To date, this show has been responsible for the capture of over 1,050 criminals, in addition to being instrumental in the return of over fifty abducted children. On July 27, 2006, President George W. Bush signed “The John Walsh Child Protection and Safety Act,” which strengthens law enforcement’s ability to monitor and apprehend sex offenders (America’s Most Wanted 2011). 

	The Western diet has evolved. “By the 1960s or so it became all but impossible to sustain traditional ways of eating in the face of the industrialization of our food. If you wanted to eat produce grown without synthetic chemicals or meat raised on pasture without pharmaceuticals, you were out of luck. The supermarket had become the only place to buy food, and real food was rapidly disappearing from its shelves, to be replaced by the modern cornucopia of highly processed foodlike products…”
	
	There is a rise in childhood obesity. It is now estimated that as many as 25 percent of children in the United States are overweight. This portends to future problems, including pediatric hypertension, type II diabetes mellitus, an increased risk of coronary heart disease, an increased stress on the weight-bearing joints, lower self-esteem, and social and psychological problems associated with obesity (KidSource Online 2009). One study found that a person who is obese will incur $10,000 in debt…





Now write your own inform and explain situation. Find one aspect of your argument (maybe it is how your entire argument became a well-known topic of debate) and highlight how the situation originated. If your topic is an on-going issue, acknowledge how it became relevant in society today. 

For example, maybe you are writing your I-Search on an argument about why eyewitness testimony should be banned in court. Your A would be about the rise of shows like Making a Murder and discussing popular, award-winning podcasts such as Serial. The B portion could explain how the societal attention has led to people questioning the justice system and the validity of eye-witness testimony. You could elaborate on how there are more appeals being processed now as a result of all of this attention (I made this up for this example) and the follow-up stories that are being covered in the news.

You will need to utilize at least three sources to establish the information in this essay. One source should establish the historical context of the topic. The other two sources should establish the topic as a current issue. They can be sources that examine opposite sides of the argument or just provide more context about the argument in general. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Break paragraphs as needed for understanding, but be sure to address the history of the topic as well as the current cultural relevance of you issue. Complete the form below to plan your essay. This essay needs to follow APA formatting and will end up being around two pages long.

	A
	…led to…
	B
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